
September 14, 2022

GCS Updates Guidelines for Entry into Athletic Events

Guilford County Schools is implementing changes to its entry procedures for district
athletic events. Starting on Friday, September 23, purses, backpacks and other traditional
bags will not be allowed at sporting events.

Acceptable bags must be made of clear plastic or vinyl, including gallon-sized or smaller
zip storage bags. Small clutch bags, diaper bags and bags used for medical supplies,
such as insulin pumps, will be allowed but will be subject to inspection.

This change is one of several updates being made as the district reviews safety
procedures on its campuses. Following the successful use of the security scanners at our
high school entrances, GCS has begun using them at large public gatherings, including
athletic events.

“The safety of our students, staff and guests is a top priority and we will continue to
explore additional safety measures in partnership with community partners and local law
enforcement,” said Dr. Whitney Oakley, superintendent. “We are constantly enhancing
our emergency and safety protocols and procedures.”

For more information and frequently asked questions, click here.

Guilford County Schools Hosting Hiring Fair

GCS is holding a job fair for people interested in jobs in its transportation, maintenance,
building services and school nutrition departments. Candidates can learn more about the
district’s competitive pay and great benefits like the $1,000 per month attendance
bonus for bus drivers. They will also have the opportunity to interview for positions on
the spot. Applicants are encouraged to bring their resume.  

Please include in your organization's newsletters/bulletins and share with your
congregations, staff, families and friends!

https://www.gcsnc.com/Page/83593
https://youtu.be/inX7f5GFzc0
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/testing-and-school-accountability/school-accountability-and-reporting/accountability-data-sets-and-reports
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmQk1VP1Nks


Final Back-To-School Immunization Clinics
For Children Facing Exclusion

The Guilford County Division of Public Health (GCDPH) is offering parents a final round of
back-to-school-immunization clinics for children facing exclusion from school.
Appointments are strongly encouraged and can be scheduled by calling 336-641-
3245.

Please also remember to bring your child’s immunization/ vaccination record and proof of
insurance or Medicaid coverage (if available) to your appointment. Please call 336-641-
4801 for questions about immunization fees.

Regular clinic appointments are also available from 8 AM – 5 PM (Monday – Friday).
Appointments are required.

Please see immunization clinic schedule below:

Greensboro Health Department
1100 E. Wendover Ave, 27405

4:30 – 6:30 PM

Monday, Sept. 19 – Thursday, Sept. 22
Monday, Sept. 26 – Thursday, Sept. 29

High Point Health Department
501 E Green Drive, 27260

4:30 – 6:30 PM

Monday, Sept. 19 – Thursday, Sept. 22
Monday, Sept. 26 – Thursday, Sept. 29

Tdap Vaccination Deadline Approaching



Families Requested to Fill out
Free Lunch Application for 2022-23 School Year

The federal waivers that allowed districts to serve meals to all students for free have
expired. Families are encouraged to fill out a free meal application at
lunchapplication.com to qualify for meal benefits during the 2022-23 school year. The
application is available in English and Spanish.

Please include in your organization's newsletters/bulletins and share with your
congregations, staff, families and friends!

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001gRW16kwrMbGLLM5bXoiv9oCLaJJd79rLaP7v9of0wTVv6jIshLSQrZTtnR1T32RFXQrBUXjg0V0LJwil5FHfnxWvbvplXd50p0azOQWamM0oxTaA2Oc1QxWZlEs3_pr7vBkKQGeOwXMfYppJvxz0BKadHBTLq38b%26c%3DQlzlYxu7HjugEyd4NR10ckUlbT9niSRx-PHdeO-5B0RrfqBAjAwjiw%3D%3D%26ch%3DYoaCQNLSqdyB29CT2_0bI4GVJ2YWYRa3xXntuYUGVY1Orf0wk9_ROA%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cleeperj%40gcsnc.com%7C790b8a9f96e145427be308da87a19eeb%7C9ae2fb1fdea24c4381947624fcbbb30c%7C0%7C0%7C637971426148473702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EeL%2F3y%2FRfe1W%2FRv8cXH%2Br%2FaH7J67dgl4OIcXSnCAH14%3D&reserved=0


Complete application
here

Guilford County Schools Hits Another Milestone with
Highest Graduation Rate in History - 91.8%

Guilford County Schools (GCS) continued to outpace the largest school districts in North
Carolina and the state by hitting another milestone in 2021-22 with a four-year cohort
graduation rate of 91.8%, the highest graduation rate in the district’s history since
accountability measures have been collected. 
 
The district reported gains over the previous record-high graduation rate of 91.5%. The
four-year cohort graduation rate also reflects an increase in graduation rates for all
student groups and racial/ethnic groups and the highest graduation rate in GCS history for
Black and Hispanic students. More than 75% of GCS high schools had 90% or higher
graduation rates.
 
GCS had much to celebrate when the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction
(NCDPI) presented the School Accountability and Student Test Performance Results for
the 2021-22 School Year to the State Board of Education on September 1, 2022. 
 
The state released the full array of end-of-grade (EOG) and end-of-course (EOC)
proficiency results in the state accountability framework for the first time since 2018-
19. Because of disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, results for 2019-20 and
2020-21 were incomplete. 
 
While GCS has many points of pride, it is important to note the impact COVID-19 had on
2021-22 test scores and student and school performance. State and national experts
caution that it will take several years for students to recover from the learning loss
experienced over the past two years, even though GCS had some increases in student
performance.   
 
K-3 Literacy
GCS’ youngest learners shared gains in literacy. On the DIBELS® assessment, every
GCS student group in grades kindergarten through grade three had double-digit
percentage point increases in early literacy skills proficiency from the beginning to the end
of the year. GCS kindergarteners had the most significant increase, from 27% at the
beginning to 71% at the end of the year.
 
All Test Performance Composites (Percent Proficient on All Tests Combined)
All student groups increased their percent proficiency on all tests combined (performance
composite) compared to 2020-21. In fact, 102 out of 124 schools increased performance
composites compared to 2020-21, including 59 elementary schools, 19 middle schools,
21 high schools and three alternative schools. Moreover, 20 GCS schools had 2021-22
performance composites at or above pre-COVID levels in 2018-19.

https://www.lunchapplication.com/
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/education/our-insights/covid-19-and-education-the-lingering-effects-of-unfinished-learning


 
EOG Reading
Across grades three through eight, all students and individual student groups saw
increases in EOG reading, except grade three. EOG reading proficiency increased at 51
elementary and 14 middle schools.
 
EOG Mathematics
Student math proficiency in grades three through eight increased for every grade level
and student group in 2021-22. Twenty GCS schools improved their Grade 8 Math EOG
(not including Math 1), while 24 schools improved their 8th Grade Math 1 EOC scores. 
 
EOG Science
Grade five science proficiency increased overall and for all student groups. Additionally,
grade eight science proficiency for English Learners (ELs) was higher in 2021-22 than in
previous years.  
 
EOC Proficiency
Proficiency for EOCs includes scores of currently enrolled high school students in
Biology, English II, Math 1, and Math 3. Proficiency increased for all student groups in
Biology, Math 1 and Math 3.   
 
Academic Growth
Academic growth indicates the progress a student in the school made over the previous
year, roughly equivalent to a year’s worth of expected growth for a year of instruction.
North Carolina uses a statistical tool, the Education Value-Added Assessment System
(EVAAS), to measure and report student growth on EOGs for each school as Exceeded
Growth Expectations, Met Growth Expectations, or Did Not Meet Growth Expectations. 
 
For the 2021-22 school year, 53% of GCS schools met or exceeded expected
growth. Twelve schools exceeded expected growth, including three elementary schools:
Archer, Julius I Foust and EP Pearce; five middle schools: Jackson, Kiser, Mendenhall,
Otis L. Hairston Sr and Welborn; and four high schools: Ben L. Smith, Early College at
Guilford, Middle College at GTCC-Greensboro and Middle College at GTCC-High Point.
 
Recovering Unfinished Learning
While GCS celebrates the many gains in academic achievement made during an
incredibly challenging year, the district also acknowledges much work remains to be done
for all students to recover fully from the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Newly appointed Superintendent Dr. Whitney Oakley stated, “While we are proud of the
learning gains across our student groups, most of our students are not where they need
to be. We have unfinished learning to address, and I know our team of teachers,
principals and staff will not rest until all of our students make the academic gains needed
to grow and thrive.”   
 
GCS was recently featured as a model of American Rescue Plan (ARP) best
practices. The district will continue to leverage the many strategies implemented to
support students during the 2022-23 school year. These practices include but are not
limited to the following:

Districtwide summer 5th Quarter programs to address learning loss and course
failures,
Expansion of high dosage tutoring to meet the needs of students who have fallen
behind,
Alignment of instructional resources, assessment and professional learning for
teachers, and
Implementation of learning hubs. 

 
To access the School Accountability and Student Test Performance Results for the 2021-
22 School Year, visit the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction’s website.

Click on the video below to view the Media Briefing held on September 1, 2022.

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/testing-and-school-accountability/school-accountability-and-reporting/accountability-data-sets-and-reports


Click here to view the
presentation

     

https://gcsnccom-my.sharepoint.com/personal/browng9_gcsnc_com/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fbrowng9%5Fgcsnc%5Fcom%2FDocuments%2FAttachments%2FUPDATED 2021%2D22 Media Briefing Accountability Report%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fbrowng9%5Fgcsnc%5Fcom%2FDocuments%2FAttachments&ga=1
https://www.facebook.com/GCSLMS/
https://twitter.com/ChristinekClark
https://www.linkedin.com/company/guilford-county-school-system/about/

